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go to her father's, and possibly tend the cattle
as she had done before; whilst she saw
other lady possessed of him whom she dearly
loved and honoured^ was perhaps secretly grieved;
but as she had withstood other strokes of fortune,
so she determined resolutely to do now,
afterwards, Guaitieri had counterfeit letters come
to him, as from Rome, acquainting ail his peop!e
that his holiness thereby dispensed with his mar-
rying another, and turning away Griselda; he
had  her brought  before them,  when he   said,
"Woman, by the pope?s leave I may dispose of
thee, and take another wife. As my ancestors,
then, have been all sovereign princes of this coun-
try, and thine only peasants, I intend to keep
thee no longer, but to send thee back to thy
father's cottage, with the same portion which
then broughtest me; and afterwards to make
choice of one more suitable in quality to myself."5
It was with the utmost difficulty she could now
refrain from tears; and she replied, "My lord, I
was always  sensible  that my servile condition
would no way accord with your high rant and
descent. For what I have been, I own m}*self
indebted to  Providence and you; I considered
it as a favour lent me; you are now pleased to
demand it back; I, therefore, willingly restore
it. Behold the ring with which you espoused me;
I deliver it to you. You bid me take the dowry
back which 1 brought you; you will have no